Assessment of the cancelled and distressed concession projects in the water supply and sanitation sector on a global basis by Raychev, Todor
I Z V E S T I A  J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  U N I O N  O F  S C I E N T I S T S  -  V A R N A  







Assessment of the Cancelled and Distressed Concession Projects in the 





This article makes assessment of the cancelled and distressed concession projects in the Water Supply and 
Sanitation Sector by studying their structure by certain regions in the world within the period from 1991 to 2016.  It 
also studies their scope and level of differentiation as a mirror of the specifics and of the public sector initiative for the 
failure among the concession projects in the Water Supply and Sanitation Sector. The results show that the number of 
cancelled project as compared to the number of those distressed is allocated approximately at the ratio of 3,7 to 1. 
Based on the foregoing the author draws the conclusion that the unsuccessful concession projects in the Water Supply 
and Sanitation Sector within the covered period is resultant from the initiative shown by the private sector that is at 
least more than 3,7 times greater. This result is contrary to the generally held opinion that the public sector is the one 
initiating the cancellation of a given concession contract due to the unfairness shown by the entity holding the 
concession. 
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